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Monday , 20 November  

 

* Y11 mock interviews, Main Hall, 9am ð 

3.30pm 

 

* Y9 Hollie Gazzard Active Bystander 

training, 9.50am ð 2.30pm 

 

* Cross Stitch Club, Rm 110, 12.45pm ð 

1.30pm 

 

* Y7 Creative Writing Club, 1pm ð 1.30pm 

 

Tuesday, 21 November  

 

* Y11 mock interviews, Main Hall, 9am ð 

3.30pm 

 

* Y8 CyberFirst Girls competition, 9am ð 

3.30pm 

 

* Y9 Hollie Gazzard Active Bystander 

training, 9.50am ð 2.30pm 

 

* Y11 & 6th Form ð Mindfulness course, G15, 

1pm ð 1.30pm 

 

* GCSE & A Level Art support, Art Block, 

3.30pm ð 4.30pm 

 

Wednesday, 22 November  

 

* Y11 Quantum Theatre visit ð A Christmas 

Carol, Main Hall, 1.35pm 

 

* Billy Elliot rehearsals, Main Hall, 3.30pm ð 

5pm 

 

Thursday , 23 November  

 

* Y11 Taster Day at Gloscol, 8am ð 5.30pm 

 

* Y8 Virtual Parentsõ Evening, 4.30pm ð 

7.30pm 

 

Friday, 24 November  

 

* Popular Music Club, 1pm ð 1.30pm 

 

* Billy Elliot rehearsals, 3.30pm ð 5pm 

 

Current Clubs / Activities  

 Message from our Principal  
 

Dear all,  
 

We started this week with our odd socks marking 

Antibullying  week and a number of staff being nominated by 

our students for an Anti Bullying Award 

#antibullyingweek2023. We have ended the week supporting  

ôChildren in Needõ. You can see more about these below.  

We are also celebrating with the music team as we were 

reawarded a ôMusic Mark Schoolõ for the fourth  year running!   

 

We have reached the middle of a very long half term as nights 

have drawn in and for many it may be dark as we leave to 

travel to school and dark as we return home. We have been 

lucky that most lunches have been dry and bright  and 

therefore have allowed students and staff some important  

time outdoors. Being outdoors  really has been found to 

support  our wellbeing and as things get cooler over the 

coming weeks, please do remember to wear your jumper with 

your blazer (not instead of). Have a look here if you would like 

to read more How nature benefits mental health - Mind.   

 

Year 11 and Year 13, start to move towards mock 

examination focus at this time and are engaging well in  the 

revision and intervention sessions that are running. Thank you 

to those who have made time to offer these. If you need 

anything please get in touch.  

  

At this time, we traditionally see a ôstretchõ in some ôsocial 

behavioursõ and communication. Please be aware of this as we 

try to live our values of ôexcellence.õ ôrespectõ and ôteamworkõ.  

 

» Message from our Principal 

» Ovid in the West Country  

» Food Tech Room Opening 

» Advertising Unlocked trip 

» Uniform 

» Christmas Concert 

» Music Mark 

» Christmas card competition 

» Friday Prayer 

» Y9 trip to Cannock Chase 

» Meet the Trustees 

 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/nature-and-mental-health/how-nature-benefits-mental-health/


 

 

 

 

        
 

Thank you to those who have been in touch to clarify some messages that students have 

translated home. It is appreciated. Please do be in touch if you need to by telephone 01531 

820550 or using email, admin@newent.gloucs.sch.uk.  We are striving to be a 

professional institution that wants the best possible outcomes for all its stakeholders, in life, 

academics and character.  
 
 

Have a lovely weekend 

 

Mrs. D Burke  

Principal 

 

Sporti ng Fixtures  
 

Tuesday 21st November 

Girls primary indoor football event, sports hall, 1pm ð 5pm 

Wednesday, 22nd November 

Y11 District Girls Football v Five Acres (Away), 3pm ð 6pm 

 

Ovid in the West Country Competition  
 

Itõs Ovid time again for Team English! Every year, we ask our year 7 cohort  to produce a creative 

response to a Greek Myth  studied in class. We then have the excruciating task of picking just three 

projects to enter into  the Ovid in the West Country Competition  run by the University of West 

England in Bristol. The aim of the competition  is to get KS3 students excited about storytelling  and 

the ancient world by listening to a handful of stories from Ovid's Metamorphoses available via the 

Classic Tales website. 

 

This year our top  three entries are: 

¶ Freddie Fabian (Midas and The Golden Touch)  

¶ Kaylen Poole (Trojan Horse)  

¶ Toby Arnold (Minotaur)   
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However, we still want to acknowledge all the other wonderful  projects that we hope students, 

parents and carers have enjoyed creating at home. It is clear these projects are well thought  

through,  detailed and have taken considerable time to make. We hope you are all just as proud  of 

your work as we are. On behalf on the English department, thank you! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Food Technology Room ôOfficialõ Opening 

 

We were delighted  to welcome Thomas Shaw of Three Choirs Vineyards to officially open our 

refurbished Food Technology facility. The refurbishment was made possible through  a generous 

grant from the Savoy Educational Trust and investment by the school. The new facility is enabling 

our Key Stage 4 Hospitality and Catering students and GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition  

students complete their practical tasks in a spacious and well equipped environment. The room is 

also being enjoyed by our Key Stage 3 students. 

After the official opening, the Key Stage 4 Hospitality and Catering class had an informative  careers 

talk from Thomas where they learned about the variety of careers available withing  Hospitality and 

Catering. 

A huge thank you to the Savoy Educational Trust for funding  and the school for supporting  the 

project financially and practically. 

Lesley James 

Acting Head Design &  Technology 
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Y13 Trip to Advertising Unlocked  
 

Year 13 Graphics A level students attended a day long visit to Factor3 Advertising Agency in 

Cheltenham, as part of Advertising Unlocked. An industry wide open day involving around 100 

advertising agencies across the UK, organised by the IPA (Institute of Practitioners in Advertising). 

 

Students had inspiring presentations by Victoria Jarrett (Managing Partner), Dan Morris (Creative 

Lead) and Joe Morris (Head of Digital) on pitch process, multi-discipline creativity, present and 

future technological developments in the media and pathways into industry.  

 

Students also received a design brief and worked in small creative teams to present ideas to a 

client, for a prize obviously! Well done Rose and Rebecca! 

 

Students were exemplary, showing engagement, maturity and creativity, showing Newent 

Community School in an excellent light. The advertising agency were friendly, welcoming and very 

informative, and I can't thank them  enough for giving our students such an interesting window 

into the creative industries. 
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Uniform  
 

Please could we ask parents to ensure all uniform is clearly labelled. We have had a few PE kits 

handed in recently with no  name. If you are missing any uniform/kit, please see Reception. 
 

We also have a selection of uniform, hoodies, bags, coats and water bottles in reception awaiting 

collection.  In order to free up the space it takes currently, can we urge all students to check with 

reception for any missing items.  Anything left unclaimed by Christmas break will be passed onto 

our second hand pre-loved school site or recycled. 

For any Preloved items, please see our school shop here.       
 

Billy Elliot  
 

Tickets for our whole school musical are now on sale. Please click here for tickets. 

 

 
 

Christmas Concert ð Date for your diary  ð 21st December, 6pm  
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https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/235
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=2477


 

 

 

 

 

Music Mark 2023 -2024 
 

 
 

We are thrilled to have been awarded a Music Mark for the fourth consecutive year.  To be 

awarded this Mark we have to be nominated by our County Music Hub, Gloucestershire Music, and 

provide robust evidence to them that we consistently commit ourselves to achieving high -quality 

music education in school.  To be recognised for this is such an honour and something we will 

continue to commit ourselves to.  Thank you to Gloucestershire Music Hub, our affiliates Newent 

Orchestra, The Music Works, our peripatetic team, our classroom teaching team and all community 

stakeholders who support us in offering the provision that we do.   

 

Christmas Card Competition  

 

Thank you to all the students who took part in the Christmas Card Competition.  The quality of 

cards was very high and we found it difficult to choose just 2.  However, the winners are Verity 

Taylor Y8 for her ôTwas the Night Before Christmasõ card & Summer Baldwin Y7 for her 

Gingerbread Man card. Both students win an Amazon voucher and their cards will be used as our 

official Christmas Cards for 2023. 
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Friday Prayer  

 
Our Muslim community within sch ool relaunched Friday prayer this term. Some 

students commented " to me being able to pray while being at school means that I have the 

freedom to practice my religion and express my beliefs ", and "prayer helps me to be at peace 

and acknowledge the greater t hings that can be achieved by my religion ". Friday prayer is a 

special congregational prayer for Muslims, with Friday being a sacred day of worship. The Prophet 

Muhammad spoke of the value of praying in congregation rather than individually.   

 

Y9 Visit to Cannock Chase & National Memorial Arboretum  

 
On Tuesday, 44 Year Nine students and five staff had an earlier start as we set off  for Cannock 

Chase in Staffordshire. This area was full of military training  facilities during  both  world wars, as 

well as several prisoner-of-war camps and military hospitals. The two cemeteries that we visited 

hold nearly  6000 burials, the majority  of whom are Germans who died of their wounds whilst in 

captivity. A 30-minute ride to the National Memorial  Arboretum  (NMA) at Alrewas followed, which 

was a welcome escape from the only rain of the day!  The NMA is entirely devoted to 

remembrance and is vast in size and variety. The students saw many different  styles of memorial 

throughout  the afternoon, culminating  in our final visit  to the Armed Forces Memorial. This very 

large monument  contains the names of all service personnel killed in conflicts between 1945-

2001. The names of the 16,000 service personnel are carved into  the Memorial's stone walls, with 

space for an additional  15,000 names to be added. The names of all those killed in combat, in 

training, on peacekeeping operations and on exercise are included. It includes the dead from 

operations in Palestine, Korea, Malaya, the Falkland Islands, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Northern  

Ireland. In summary, all of our students behaved impeccably and were a credit to the school. I 

would also like to thank their parents and carers too, for their assistance with the earlier start and 

later finish. Next up is a Year 8 trip  to the National Coal Museum (Big Pit) at Blaenavon on Friday 

1st December. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killed_in_action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peacekeeping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandatory_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falkland_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland


 

 

 

 

 

UCL Scholars 

 
We have been contacted about this excellent opportunity, which applies to students in Year 9.  It 

does, however, take place in school holidays, and online, so needs parental support.  Details are 

here, and if you are interested, the deadline is 27th November. 

 

Attendance & Welfare Officer  

 
This week we bid a fond farewell to Sara Smith, who has been our Attendance and Welfare Officer 

for the last 14 years. We would like to thank Sara for all that she has done to support our students 

and their families with overcoming barriers to attendance. Going forward, if you need to report a 

student absence, please email attendance@newent.gloucs.sch.uk 

We thank you for your patience during this time of staff transition.  

 

Local Artist  

 
Year 12 Fine Art students enjoyed a trip to Newent Library on Monday to hear local artist Valerie 

Mclean speak about her sketchbooks and inspiration. Valerie said 'I think having the students at 

the event made a positive difference to the group' and 'I am glad your delightful students found 

the event so helpful'. Some of you will know Valerie as the artist who painted one of our most 

memorable images of May Hill. 
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https://www.ucl.ac.uk/widening-participation/learners/secondary/ucl-scholars
mailto:attendance@newent.gloucs.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Trustees  

 
Zak Mitchelmore  ð Trustee  

 

 
 

 

 

 

James Joyce ð Parent Trustee  

 

 
 

Bob Weston ð Trustee 
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For our society to become the society I passionately believe in, we need 

to fully invest in our children and that is why I became a governor of 

Newent Community School in late 2020. 

My background is working in various European Countries for multi -

national advertising agencies . Before moving to Gloucestershire, in 2016 

and building from scratch the house we live in, I was both a District and 

County Councillor. I also served and chaired Norfolk's Childrens Services 

panel and currently serve on an Adoption Panel. My hobbies are Cricket, 

Flying and old cars. 

Having grown up his entire life in Gloucester, Zak 

attended The Crypt Grammar School before  

obtaining his degree in Mathematics from Exeter 

University. Following graduation, Zak obtained his ACA 

and Audit qualification and through this has worked 

with many Companies, Charities, and Academies in the 

Gloucestershire area. He is currently employed as the 

Finance Manager at a local business operating within 

the Sports Industry.  

In his spare time, Zak is a big Rugby and football fan 

and a keen golfer! 

 

Bob has no personal connection with Newent Community 

School, other than his son attending as a pupil over 30 years 

ago. Indeed, heõs only lived in Newent for the last year. 

Immediately before 2022 he lived in Highnam, Gorsley, 

Huntley and Gloucester Docks. Born and bred in Birmingham, 

he spent the best part of the first forty years of his life there 

before moving to Gloucestershire with his family in the mid 

1980õs to work in Systems/Business Analysis and IT Project 

Management with various Financial Services companies.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Last year he finally decided to retire and moved from the Docks to Newent. He is so glad that he 

did that and is now in the fortunate position of being able to do what he wants instead of what he  

 

has to do. Bob carries out a small amount of voluntary work and spends some considerable time 

working on a family farm locally in the Newent area. 

Being retired, Bob now has plenty of time to follow his interest in all sports, most notably football.  

 

Christmas Fundraising Fayre  
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The Kings Arms Newent are having 

a fundraising fayre in aid of Newent 

scouts to purchase activity 

equipment. 

 

If you would like anymore  

information I can be contact on 

01531 820035 Mondays and 

Wednesdays from 11.30am. 


